
Murder in the Wine Country Character List 

Saturday, October 26, 7:00 – 9:00 pm 

1. Olive Tortellini:  Georgio’s eldest, desperate, pathetic daughter and self-proclaimed surrogate 

mother to her younger sister, Toni (their mother died when they were teenagers when a grape 
stomping festival took a tragic turn).  Olive hates this wine business because she isn’t smart enough 
to understand it and wants to sell the business and its acreage to Joe Bob Biggs, her new boyfriend.  
Only she can’t seem to convince stupid, scary Carmine that her plan is a better one than selling to 
Gertrude Tuesday, Nigel Tuesday’s mother.  Moreover, she can’t contest the will because she’ll be 
disinherited!  Joe Bob has strongly implied that they have no relationship without the property so 
she’s desperate to make that happen.  He’s the only man who’s shown interest in her in a long, long 
time.  

COSTUME: Anything outdated or too young for her.  Dress her like Madonna in the 80’s for example. 

2. Toni (Antoinette) Tortellini:  As a woman who wants to belong to the “smart set”, she 

will do anything to hold onto the winery and continue the business.  She loves the prestige and 
attention the winery brings her.  It makes her feel important and accepted in upper class society. She’s 
self-absorbed, cold, mean and calculating (except to those who she thinks are part of the high society 
cliques); and she loves to make her sister’s life miserable (perhaps that’s part of the reason why she 
wants to keep the winery).   

COSTUME: Very chic and together, definitely a little overdone on the accessories.   

3. Jessie Jones:  An overzealous member of the local law - SHE LOVES HER JOB!!!!  She has no life 

other than her job as a police officer but she does have a fabulous, committed relationship with her 
beloved cat, Petunia. Jessie just recently applied to the FBI and was rejected - she failed miserably on 
the written test having to do with intuitive thinking, deduction, and intelligence.  She is sure that 
because this small town never sees any real action, she didn’t have the experience necessary to pass 
that test.  A murder she solves or some big crime like that could change all that when she reapplies. 
She lays claim to the Tortellini Winery on behalf of her father, Walter, who Georgio fired shortly 
before his death.  She feels her father is due some sort of severance compensation after 25 years on 
the job and she feels he was unjustly fired. So far, Carmine is rejecting her claim.   

COSTUME: Military or police if you can: dark pants, blue “security” style shirt, badge.  If not, then dress 

as mannish and tough as possible.   

4. Carmine Blanca: He became Georgio’s driver about a year ago after giving him a ride when 

his car broke down in the Nevada desert. They became very close and so Georgio made him executor 
of his Will and thus a millionaire (due to the 5% executor’s fee).  Carmine is a stupid, rather goofy thug 
(except for his exceptional understanding of money).   

CARMINE MUST ALWAYS HAVE A BOTTLE OF BEER THAT HE SWIGS FROM (we suggest replacing 

said beer with water) 

COSTUME: gold chains, an unbuttoned to the navel shirt and perhaps a nylon sweat suit.   

 



5. Joe Bob Biggs:  He’s a morally bankrupt land developer whose specialty is destruction of 

property, especially historical or ecologically significant ones like the winery.  He owns the land 
neighboring the winery and wants the winery’s land to build a very large and very profitable (and need 
we say very garish?) strip mall.  He is Olive’s boyfriend (after hitting on Toni 1st -he was rejected - at 
their father’s funeral). Aside from being a liar and morally bankrupt, he’s also a male chauvinist pig 
who plays charming Southern boy very, very well.    

COSTUME: cowboy all the way. 

6. Nigel Tuesday: A lily-livered mama’s boy who’s often taken advantage of because of his wealth 

tied with his inability to say no. He carries around a bag of pills containing various medicines to help 
with his hypochondria (uh, no we mean with his serious illnesses).   

COSTUME: bow tie, buttoned up suit, large eyeglasses, perhaps a respiratory mask for his face to “keep 

away the germs”. The more nerdy and pathetic, the better.   

 

 

SECONDARY SUSPECTS  

Remember, EVERYONE will be actively involved in this mystery because it will be their job to solve the 

case and because you’ll be encouraging them to come in costume and in character.  Use any or all of 

these secondary suspects if you have “extra” cast members you want to use or if you have some guests 

who want to take on a character but not take on the full responsibility of a primary suspect.  They will 

get a description of their character and some instructions and let them run with it.  

 

1. Angel “The Eggplant” Serra: Carmine’s tough guy crony who is clearly “connected”. 

2. Dr. Jacobi: Olive’s new age shrink who advises her and talks her through her “stressful” situations.  
Male or female. 

3. Barney Schneckel: Jessie’s new and enthusiastic trainee who is too much of a newbie to see that 
Jessie is out of line by raiding the party to investigate a murder that hasn’t even happened yet (see 
below). He’s like a puppy dog who only wants to please.  Think Barney Fife from The Andy Griffith 
Show.  Female version: Brenda. 

4. Zach Henry: The winery’s sexy gardener and Toni’s boy toy.  They clearly lust after each other but do 
their best* to keep their relationship under wraps.  He is her staunchest defender.  *They fail of 
course. 

5. Nannie: Nigel’s homecare nurse and substitute mother. 

 


